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What is the connection? 
■ In order to differentiate how language is used by a man and by a woman, we must first 

differentiate the qualities of each gender that may influence the way they speak. 
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Differences in their use of language 
1. Differences in Pronunciation

2. Differences in Intonation

3. Differences in Vocabulary

4. Differences in Syntax

5. Differences in their attitude towards 

Language

6. Differences in Choosing Topics



Differences in Pronunciation
■ Phonological differences between the speech of men and women have been noted in a variety of languages.

■ Usually women’s pronunciation is better than men’s, such as the pronunciation of “-ing”. Shuy (1969) 

made a study in this field, and he found that 62.2% of men pronounced “-ing” in a wrong way, but only 
28.9% of women didn’t pronounce right.

■ This can also be shown in the learning of the second language. Usually female students have better 
pronunciation than male students, and that can explain the reason why more girls choose to learn language 

as their major than boys.

■ Generally speaking, girls exhibit a better ability in language.



Differences in Intonation
■ Women often like to speak in a high-pitch voice because of physiological reason, 

but scientists point out that this also associates with women’s ‘timidity’ and 

‘emotional instability’..

■ Lakoff (1975) says that women usually answer a question with rising intonation 

pattern rather than falling intonation. In this way, they can show their gentleness, 

and sometimes this intonation shows a lack of confidence. As a contrary, men like 

to use falling intonation to show that they are quite sure of what they are saying. 

Falling intonation also shows men’s confidence and sometimes power.



Differences in Vocabulary 
We can notice that men and women tend to choose different words to show their feelings. 

5 aspects: 

1. Color Words- There is special feminine vocabulary in English that men may not, dare not or will not use. 

2. Adjectives- Using more adjectives to describe things and their feelings can show that women are more 

sensitive to the environment and more likely to express their emotions with words, which makes women’s 
language more interesting than men’s sometimes.



Differences in Vocabulary 
3. Adverbs- Women tend to use such adverbs like awfully, pretty, terribly, vastly, quite, so; men like to use 

very, utterly, really. In 1992, Jespersen found that women use more so than men do, such as, ‘It was so 

interesting’ is often uttered by a woman.

4. Diminutives- Women like to use words that show politeness, such as please, thanks, and they use more 

euphemism, but ‘slang’ is considered to be men’s preference. 



Differences in Vocabulary 
5. Pronouns- Women prefer to use first person plural pronouns when they suggest something, even when she 
suggests the other person, while men tend to use first person singular pronoun, and when he is suggesting the 

other person, he will directly use the second person pronoun.

Example: Women: We need to be in a hurry.

Men: You need to be quick.



Differences in Syntax
Though there are no specific rules that govern different gender to use different grammar, we can observe these 
differences in almost every language:

1. Modulation- When a woman talks, she often takes what others think into consideration. She usually leaves a 

decision open rather than imposes her own ideas or claims on others. Men tend to ask something directly, 
while women tend to be more polite

2. Interrogative sentences- Lakoff (1975) pointed out that compared with men, women are more likely 
to use an interrogative sentence to express their idea, and they like to use tag questions, because tag 
questions can make the tone less tense. 



Differences in Syntax
3.  Correctness of Grammar- Women pay more attention to the correctness of syntax. While expressing her 
thoughts, she would make her utterance clear by using precise grammar. 

Example: 

Woman: We are going to go to the park today. 

Men: We are gonna to the park today. 



Differences in Their Attitude towards 
Language
Women pay more attention to using standard language than men do, so they are stricter with the rules of the 
use of language. 

Example:

Man: Are you comin‟? 

Woman: Are you coming? 

Women tend to use the standard form. 



Differences in choosing topics
When men are talking, they are more likely to choose the topics of: politics, economy, stocks, sports, current 
news.

While women have more interest in talking family affairs, such as the education of children, clothes, cooking, 

fashion, etc. 

Women’s talk is associated with the home and domestic activities, while men’s is associated with the outside 

world and economic activities. 



Factors that may influence language
1. Different Psychology

2. Different Social Status

3. Different Cultural Background



Different Psychology
■ It’s an accepted idea that women are more careful, sensitive and considerate than men. Before a woman 

talks, she usually thinks the effect her words will cause, so she often appears to be more polite. On the 

contrary, men appear to be rash, and they just say what they want to say and seldom care what others 
think, so men’s speech is usually blunt and solid. 



Different social status
■ Of the social causes of gender differences in speech style, one of the most critical is level of education. In 

all studies, it has been shown that the greater the differences between educational opportunities for boys 

and girls, the greater the differences between male and female speech

■ Men and women differ in the kinds of language they use and how they use it because men and women 

often fill different roles in society. We may expect that the more distinct the roles are, the greater the 
differences. 



Different cultural background
■ For whatever languages, there are peoples’ unique life styles and modes of thinking behind them. It’s these 

life styles and modes of thinking that make the rules of languages, so language is also a kind of cultural 

phenomenon.

■ Lakoff (1975) believes that the distinction between men’s and women’s language is a symptom of a 

problem in our culture, and not primarily the problem itself. 
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